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STATEMENT REGARDING THE TRAGIC ATTACK IN NEW YORK CITY 

Bullied Student Murdered and Attacked Classmates 

 

FARMINGDALE, NY September 28, 2017 – The Executive Director and Founder of the Long 

Island Coalition Against Bullying (LICAB) Mr. Joseph Salamone, reflected today on the tragic 

passing of Mr. Matthew McCree, a 15-year-old student murdered by his classmate, Mr. Abel 

Cedeno, 18, following a period of suspected bullying. 

 

Reportedly, Mr. Cedeno had been the subject of bullying by his classmates before lashing out in 

a rage, murdering Mr. McCree and critically injuring Mr. Ariane LaBoy, 16. 

 

“The entire LICAB organization and community is devastated to hear of the tragedy that 

occurred at the Urban Assembly School for Wildlife Conservation in the Bronx. Violence is 

never the answer to bullying, but extreme actions such as this exemplify just how impactful the 

epidemic of bullying can be to a child’s mental health. 

 

Sadly, Mr. Cedeno could not get the support he needed to address his issues before resulting to 

this violence and his classmates have paid the price, especially Mr. McCree and Mr. LaBoy. 

 

Now is a time for unity and healing in these communities and families. A time to reflect on Mr. 

McCree’s life lost too soon, keep Mr. LaBoy in our thoughts towards recovery, but also look at 

what can be done within these and all communities to prevent future tragedies.” 

 

Family, friends, and community members seeking resources such as therapy and counseling are 

encouraged to reach out to LICAB via LICAB.org or via Twitter @LI_Cab.  

 

## 
 

About Long Island Coalition Against Bullying 

The Long Island Coalition Against Bullying is Long Island’s only 501(c)(3) organization dedicated solely to 

the anti-bullying mission on Long Island. LICAB emphasizes the importance of bully free communities on 

Long Island through education, increased awareness and therapeutic outlets. Operated solely by volunteers and 

funded entirely by private donations, fundraising efforts and generous grants, The Long Island Coalition 

Against Bullying offers a variety of programs and services such as subsidized therapy, school assistance 

programs, care packages, and youth leadership programs. 
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